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When to Call In an Equipment Inspector 
 

Even if your lifting equipment is inspected regularly, unexpected problems can develop. Here are some 

signs that you should shut down and call an inspector: 

 there are unexplained noises, such as popping, banging, or 

pinging. A potential disaster was averted in Jan 2009 in 

Chicago, Illinois, when a tower crane was shut down to 

investigate the cause of a loud popping sound—which turned 

out to be cracking in one of the legs of the crane mast.  

 the load hangs up. This can indicate problems with the cables 

and/or sheaves.  

 anything unusual in the crane’s motion—this can indicate issues with the turntable  

 visible damage on any part of the crane, including the rigging  

 presence of any unapproved modifications. (Poorly designed welds can introduce undesirable 

stress patterns.)  

 slings that show visible damage or have been used on a load that exceeds their rated load 

The above is not an exhaustive list, but it can be helpful in spotting potential problems. 
Equipment should always be inspected before each use and any concerns assessed.  

Qualimet provides comprehensive certification and recertification inspections for cranes and 

other kinds of heavy equipment. All inspections are carried out by CSA W178.2 Certified 
Inspectors and CGSB certified technicians working under the direction of a Professional 

Engineer. Qualimet itself is certified as an inspections organisation by the Canadian Welding 
Bureau under standard CSA W178.1, "Certification of Welding Inspection Organizations".  

If an inspection shows the need for repairs, Qualimet can design and validate the appropriate 
repair welding procedures. 

For more information or to discuss your equipment certification requirements, please contact 
Sherman at 780-641-0753, or email: sherman@qualimet.ca 
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